On Tuesday, December 1 the Serra Club hosted a dinner at Swan Valley to celebrate the "Year For The Priest" with our Bishop and thirty priests, a transitional deacon, along with Serrans, guests and several women religious.   We began with a social hour followed by an excellent dinner and program.   

The program began with President Jean Seman sharing on her life and ministry and the many priests who have been a part of her life. 
  
Bishop Cistone was the main speaker. He shared reflections on his own installation as our Bishop. Bishop had just driven in from Gaylord where he attended the ordination/installation of Gaylord's new bishop, Bishop 
Bernard A. Hebda.  He shared how he still, when speaking with family and 
friends, find they continue to share on their experiences of his installation ceremony, as well as the warmth, kindness and generosity of the Diocese that was shown during the days of celebration.  Also, he commented he found that it was NO MATCH FOR SAGINAW 'S CELEBRATION.   He also shared on the call to the priesthood and when, during the Ordination Rite, as those called to the priesthood lay prostrate during the praying of the Litany of Saints, in hearing all the names of the saints one realizes how insignificant as well as significant you are.  Insignificant because one is reminded that he is part of a much larger Church and then significant because God has done the choosing to carry on the teaching of the Lord Jesus.  It calls one to be humbled!!!  The call is pure gift; it is not earned nor merited.  It is not a personal gift --- it is a gift given to the Church. He shared on his conversations in various parishes with servers where 
he asked them, “have you considered becoming a priest or a religious?” He then proceeds to tell them, with a smile, "You can't say no to a bishop", and then follows with, "you can say maybe"!!!  Bishop Cistone is sure there is not a shortage of vocations.  We need to find a way to help our children/youth 
hear the call.  We need to be bold in encouraging them to open their eyes, and hearts to hear the call.   

He continued to share how advent is a season in which the Holy Spirit 
stirs up within our hearts that expectant faith from which the Father has 
something waiting for us.  He is not sure what but is sure there is something 
waiting.  The Bishop thanked the Serra Club for their support 
of priests and programs in the parishes.   

Following Bishop Cistone, Fr. Ron Wagner, Vicar for Priests, shared a few 
words on vocation to the priesthood.  He began by recognizing that 
next week, Fr. Mike Wolf, will become 95 years young!!!   His mailing address 
is St. Francis Home, 915 N. River Road, Saginaw, M I  48609.  You may 
want to send him a card!!! 

The evening drew to a close with a raffle for the priests of gifts donated by various sponsors.  
