Dr. Ed Hogan talks to Serra Club

By Sr. Margo Tafoys
Members of Serra gathered on Tuesday, November 17, 2009, for a morning of prayer and reflection on our relationship with God as well as supporting those discerning a call to priesthood and religious life.  Dr. Hogan called his time with us: "Heart to Heart", where does God speak to us?

It is in the depths of our hearts that God calls.  When we look at the heart we find that there is not just one level of the heart but three.  The first is called surface where we experience the daily encounters of God and where we find we are most comfortable.  

The second level is the psychological level where one is called deeper into relationship, and yet not quite there in the depths of one's relationship with God.  
The third is the spiritual level where God waits in order to speak to us.  This level is where one discerns the voice of God speaking to us in a way that we find ourselves being transformed.  At each level we encounter: surface consolation 
and surface desolation, move from surface to "next levels of psychological consolation and psychological desolation, spiritual consolation and spiritual desolation.  It is in the depths of the thjird level that the Holy Spirit stirs the flame within which moves us into transformation.  Examples were given from the members as to their experiences.   

Dr. Hogan shared from his own experiences as a young newly married man to a soon 
to be nervous father of his first child to the sixth.  He shared of his recognizing 
and listening to the voice of God leading him from one ministry to the next and to his call to Saginaw.  Members were affirmed in their own vocations as individuals as well as Serrans and the responsibilities that Serrans accept in supporting vocations. Then all moved into Chapel to pray the Rosary for vocations, lunch and then returned to a session continued by Dr. Hogan on The Institute for Priestly Formation.  It was an enriching day for all.
