Panel discussion with principals from our area Catholic schools
The Serrans met on May 18, 2010 to pray the rosary for vocations, have 
lunch and a panel discussion by the Saginaw area principals of the Catholic Schools. The following were the principals that gathered: Sr. Anne deGuise, St. 
Thomas Aquinas, Sr. Kathleen Stafford, St. Thomas Aquinas, Dave Szymanowski, St. Stephen, Irene Hensinger, Nouvel and Regional Superintendent, and Sister Yvonne Mary, RSM., Diocesan offices. 

Discussion of the experiences of vocation support of the various principals was shared as well as brain storming on "how can Serra work with schools to help foster vocations".  Some of the sharing from principals regarded how call of vocations can be promoted through example of teachers and those involved with children/youth.  Sharing from Nouvel regarding the vocation day they sponsored where a transitional deacon and senior priest shared with the boys in regards to their call to priesthood and a postulant and novice who shared with the girls on the call to Religious Life.  This was a full day of classes meeting with both groups so that it was much smaller group setting where questions and dialogue was easier. Another principal shared that enough is not done to foster vocations, 
need to have times to help children hear the spirit speak to them. Also, two of the principals shared how their Religious Communities send information to share with children/youth about their communities. Discussion in regards to a Vocation Fair covering all vocations, Priesthood, Religious Life, Married Life and Generous Single Life would be a good way of promoting vocations.  Concern in regards to vocation of marriage was discussed.  If more and more people do not see married life as a commitment and all that strengthens this vocation, and come together to live together without the commitment; the question arose how then can vocations especially to priesthood and religious life be promoted and nourished? 

Fr. Andy Booms, Vocation Director for the diocese, shared yes there are 
real possibilities for reaching out.  Men are coming forward asking for  
information in regards to priesthood.  The Spirit is still working.  Priests and 
Religious do need to be visible for children and youth to see.  He also 
shared that there is a need for enriching families, need to work with schools, 
families in calling forth vocations.  More gatherings to discuss possibilities 
of working with schools in the future were recommended.  The Serrans were 
grateful for the presence and input of the panel.  The gathering ended with 
Serran prayer for vocations
