The 5th Annual Seminarian Education Fund Dinner

By Sr. Margo Tafoya

On Wednesday, February 3rd, approximately 300 people gathered at Swan Valley for the 5th Annual Seminarian Endowment Fund Dinner.  Deacon Christian Tabares led the invocation which then was followed by an excellent meal. 

Prior to Bishop Cistone's reflections on the call to priesthood/religious life, Katie O'Mara hostess for the evening, had a few questions with prizes awarded to those who answered correctly. Questions such as:  Who is Bishop Cistone's favorite Saint?  Who took Bishop Cistone as a child to Mass daily?

When Bishop Cistone took the podium he shared from a personal as well as Bishop of Saginaw reflections on the call to priesthood and religious life. "I knew at the age of five that I wanted to be a priest."  As the bishop aged each level of age gave him a better reason for desiring this call. At the age of five it was those great looking vestments, the externals, then in grade school it was his love for prayer and going to church, then high school he found he loved to serve 
and wanted to serve the Church.  Why?  I wanted to help somebody - wanted to be of service.  I was called to save the world", a call that many young men and women continue to feel today. 

The Bishop feels absolutely pleased, blessed and grateful for the good shining Catholic children in our midst.  The week prior as well as the week of the dinner the Bishop has been going out to the Catholic schools to celebrate Mass and spend time with the children and youth.  The week of February 1st was Catholic School Week, but for our diocese it is three weeks in length since that is the time Bishop Cistone is able to get to as many Catholic Schools as possible.  There is hope for vocations with the wonderful family life in our Diocese, "the seeds for vocations to the priesthood and religious life are here".  Our challenge as adults is how to use our own talents, faith, and love to nurture these vocations.  How to find ways to nurture, to help parents be open 
to the understanding that God wants their children to "Come and See".  The Bishop shared that peer pressure is tough for our children/youth to hear the Lord speaking.  Our task:  how can we help our children/youth to hear the call and help nurture the call? 
  
In closing Bishop Cistone thanked the Serrans for their constant support of vocations and all that they do for the diocese.  The evening ended with drawings for the prizes donated for this event.
