Serra Club Christmas Party
Dec. 13, 2011

MC Jean Seman opened the evening at Swan Valley Banquet Center with a warm welcome to Bishop Cistone and the ninety guests – priests, religious, seminarians, members of Serra and spouses/guests.  Father Nicholas Coffaro, chaplain of Serra Club, offered a few words reflecting on his Thanksgiving holiday with his mother and grandfather at his residence in Linwood where he prepared the meal.  He mentioned how it was like being home again with the visiting, the smells emanating from the kitchen and the whirring of his mother’s sewing machine which she brought with her.

Father Coffaro then offered benediction and all enjoyed a delicious meal.

Cy Schultz, president, invited guests to consider how they can help spread the message of Serra to pray for and encourage vocations and to pray for all our priests, seminarians and religious.  He mentioned one way was to continue to support the fund raising dinner for the education of seminarians in June, 2012.  He also encouraged guests to join the Serra Club and to spread the news of the work and service of Serrans.

Bishop Cistone related how his family did no decorating before Christmas but on Christmas morning the house was festooned with color and bright lights.  He said he often wondered why his dad was asleep on the couch.  As the children aged his dad would invite them to help decorate.  Bishop said his dad, a master decorator, would not tolerate doing a rush job such as throwing tinsel on the tree.  He knew what was best!   Bishop said that we try hard and we do all we can to encourage vocations and we want it to happen.  But maybe we need to add one tinsel at a time and then sit back and let the Master, like his dad, bring the process to fruition.
A drawing for gifts was held after dinner.

Bill Ruger closed the evening with a few words and prayer.

